
KS3 Spanish Progression chart 

The purpose of this document is to lay out the progression we might expect to see in terms of the ability to translate into the target 

language across Key Stage 3.  It does not include reference to specific topics, as these will vary from school to school.  It charts instead 

a likely progression in terms of key language structures.  NB: the starting point will differ for schools already, and increasingly so from 

September 2014, with the statutory status of language learning at KS2.  This version adopts the optimistic starting point of the end of 

KS2 outcomes.  The document is provided in electronic format so that departments can adapt the elements to match the entry point of 

their learners and the desired grammatical progression, including over a 2-year KS3 course. 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

 Nouns & pronouns Nouns & pronouns Nouns & pronouns 

Nouns – 
singular/ 
gender 

        

Nouns – 
plural 

        

indefinite 
article 

        

definite article         
subject 

pronouns 
        

relative 
pronoun 

(which/that) 
        

direct object 
pronouns 

        

disjunctive 
pronouns 

        

demonstrative 
pronouns 

        

 Adjectives Adjectives Adjectives 

adjectives – 
position and 
agreement 

        



possessive 
adjectives 
(mi, tu, su) 

        

comparative         
superlative         

demonstrative         
as…as 

(tan..com) 
        

suffix - isimo         
 Verbs Verbs Verbs 

irregular verb 
– to have 
(TENER) 

        

irregular 
verb– to be 

(SER) 
        

there is / 
there are 

        

negative 
verbs 

        

present tense 
– AR regular 

paradigm 
        

present tense 
– ER / IR 
regular 

paradigms 

        

present tense 
- IR 

        

present tense 
- HACER 

        

gustar         
irregular 

verb– to be 
(ESTAR) 

        



modal + 
infinitive 

(PODER) 
        

modal + 
infinitive 

(QUERER) 
        

immediate 
future (IR + 
infinitive) 

        

common 
radical-

changing (-ie, 
-ue) 

        

common 
reflexive 

verbs 
        

positive 
imperative 

        

present 
continuous 

        

verb DOLER         
modals 
(TENER 

QUE, 
DEBER, HAY 

QUE) 

        

Preterite of 
regular –AR 

verbs 
        

Preterite of 
regular – 

ER/IR verbs 
        

Preterite of 
most common 

irregular 
        



 

Imperfect 
tense  

        

Uses of SER / 
ESTAR 

        

negatives 
other than 
‘no’ (e.g. 
tampoco, 

ni..ni..nunca) 

        

 other key structures other key structures other key structures 

question 
words 

        

quantifiers / 
intensifiers 

        

common 
conjunctions 

        

adverbs of 
frequency 

        

prepositions 
of place 

        

numbers 1-
100+ 

        

time         
ordinal 

numbers 
        

expressions 
of quantity 

        


