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“A confident learner would 
use the words they do know 
to turn the conversation to 

what they are comfortable to 
speak about - use heavy facial 

expression and body 
language.” 

“A confident learner  would be 
able to use what they know 
already to come up with 

appropriate responses - and 
maybe even ask new 

questions.” 

Speaking is the reason most of us think language learning is 
important.  You don’t often hear someone saying they wish they 
could read or write a foreign language, but most people think it 
would be great to be able to speak one.  So,today is about you 
getting better at speaking.  This will also have the advantage of 
improving your GCSE speaking grade, but it’s not just about the 
exam!  Speaking well is a lot about confidence, whether in English 
or another language.    The confidence you develop today will 
help you any time you have to speak in public.  Here are some 
things students have said about speaking confidently: 

Introduction: What is today about? 

“A confident language learner 
wouldn't panic, would listen 
carefully for key words to 

respond to and take time to 
think about answer.” 



Programme for the day 
9.30   Registration 
10.00  Introduction 
10.30 Session 1 
11.30 Session 2 

 
12.30 Lunch 
 
13.00 Session 3 
14.00 Session 4 
14.45 Conclusion 



¿Qué es lo más importante para tí,  
cuando estás de vacaciones? 

the food the beach the (water) sports 

the accommodation the people the shops 

the pool the sea the sun (the weather) 

If you don’t know the words above, try to match them to 
these English meanings: 
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• Vary your adjectives (don’t repeat 
‘interesante / aburrido’!) 

• Extend and justify opinions with 
‘porque’ 

• Refer to others (s/he – we – they) 

• Compare then and now 

• Describe things with 5 details 

• Use 5 different verbs in the past 
(Hice muchas cosas…por ejemplo…) 

• Link and narrate (De primero…luego…un 
poco más tarde…por último…) 

• Use ‘para’ to extend (Fui a Londres para ir 
de compras) 

• Use ‘I wanted but I couldn’t, so 
I…’ (Quería ir al cine pero no pude, entonces vi la 
tele) 

• Refer to the future (Voy a…/quiero…/me 
gustaría…/tengo la intención de…/espero…) 

Grade changers 
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1.  Es el deporte más popular en Inglaterra y en 
España. 

2.  Es un deporte individual que es popular en 
Inglaterra, que se hace cerca del agua.  En mi 
opinión es despacio y aburrido.  

3.  Es un deporte de equipo que se juega con 
una pelota y se puede jugarlo en la playa. Es un 
deporte olímpico y de verano. 

4.  Es un deporte acuático y olímpico. Rebecca 
Adlington ganó una medalla de oro en este 
deporte en Beijing en 2008. 

5.  Es un deporte de equipo que originó en 
Inglaterra.  Es bastante agresivo y no es un 
deporte olímpico. 

6. Es un deporte que es como una mezcla entre 
el fútbol y el baloncesto. 

¿De qué deporte se habla aquí? 

el rugby el voleibol la natación 

la pesca el fútbol el balonmano 
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1.  My granddad likes watching Match of the Day because 
he loves football. 

2.  My younger sister loves doing gymnastics because it’s 
exciting. 

3.  My mum likes doing athletics because it’s varied. 

4.  My granny loves cycling because it’s fun. 

5.  My dog loves doing athletics because he loves running. 
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Adjetivo – Opinión – Razón – Referencia a otra 
persona – Antes y ahora 

Describe tu instituto. Describe tu ciudad/pueblo. 

Describe una persona 
famosa. 

Describe un deporte. 

Describe cada cosa con 5 x detalles 
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¿Qué hiciste el fin de semana pasado? 

ir 

comprar 

jugar 

hacer 

ver 

comer 

beber 

volver 

fui(fuimos) 

compré(compramos) 

jugué(jugamos) 

hice(hicimos) 

vi(vimos) 

comí(comimos) 

bebí(bebimos) 

volví(volvimos) 

Hice muchas cosas: por 
ejemplo… 

• Primero… 

• Luego… 

• Después… 

• Un poco más tarde 

• Por último 

Quería ir al cine con 
mis amigos pero no 
pude, entonces fui a 
Cambridge para ir de 
compras.  Primero…  
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1. Una actividad (con verbo al infinitivo) 
2. El nombre de una persona o un amigo 
3. El nombre de una persona famosa 
4. El nombre de un grupo (de música) 
5. Un programa de tele 
6. Una comida 
7. Otra actividad (también con verbo al infinitivo) 

¡Mis propósitos para el Nuevo Año! 
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« El fin de semana pasado, (quería ir a 
Londres pero no pude así que) fui a la 
ciudad con mis amigos.  Fuimos de 
compras.  Compré una camiseta y un cd.  
Luego fuimos a Burger King para comer.  
Comí unas patatas fritas y bebí una cola.  
Después volví a casa para ver una 
película.  ¡Fue fenomenal! » 
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A  I want to go on holiday. 

B  I hope to go on holiday. 

C  I can go on holiday. 

D  I have to go on holiday. 

E  I’m going to go on holiday. 

F  We’re going to go on holiday. 1 

G  I would like to go on holiday 

H  The best thing will be to go on holiday. 

I  I’m intending to go on holiday. 

1  Escucha las frases y apunta el orden correcto  
(1-9) 

Strategy 1 
Use PREDICTION as a pre-listening strategy.  

Highlight the words that change and anticipate 
the Spanish you will hear for each. 

Listening 
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1  Sevilla is very / quite / not very well-
known for its university. 

2 The city is always / often / sometimes 
full of tourists. 

3 There is a big market in the town 
square on Sundays / Mondays / 
Tuesdays. 

4  Nothing / clothing / everything is 
expensive. 

5 Tourists cannot / want to / should / 
visit the cathedral on Sundays. 

2  Escucha las frases y elige la respuesta correcta.  
(1-5) 

Listening 

Strategy 2 
Many of the most common words in Spanish are 

adverbs (e.g. después), prepositions (e.g. con) or 
conjunctions (e.g. porque) or key verbs.  Only 7% are nouns.  
Listening out for these words is very important when making 
sense of Spanish texts.   
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Apellido: Belén 

Name: 

Date of birth: 

Age: 

Nationality: 

Best subjects (3): 

Free time activities (2): 

Where wants to work: 

Why: 

Qualities (3): 

Ambition: 

3  Las prácticas de trabajo 
Listen to the person being interviewed and fill in her 
answers in English. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

15 

Listening 

NB: You also need to be very confident with 
numbers, so don’t forget to anticipate the numbers 

you might here (Qs 2 and 3). 
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4  ¿Cuáles son las preguntas? 

1 a 
What is there 
there? 

2 b 
What do you do 
with your 
friends? 

3 c 
Where do you 
live? 

4 d 
What do you 
think of your 
area? 

5 e 
What is your 
town like? 

6 f 
What do you 
think of your 
village? 
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