
How to sell languages to pupils, other 

teachers, SMT, parents and governors



What are the USPs of languages?

ÅLifelong learning skills

ÅStudent Leadership

ÅCross-curriculum learning

ÅThe International Dimension



Teaching skills: memory matters

ÅOnly subject to address memory explicitly

ÅOpportunity to engage all learners at key stress times

ÅOpportunity to engage parents actively and empower 

them

ÅWhole school impact raises profile of languages



Teaching skills: memory matters

ÅAssemblies

ÅRevision sessions

ÅParents Evenings

ÅOne-off óSounds of 

Spanishô session

ÅóSupport your childô 

booklets

ÅMemory lessons built 

into year 7 SOW



Year 7 language learning
ÅPronunciation

ÅMemory

ÅSentence-building

ÅCreativity

ÅAutonomy 

ÅPerformance

òIf you think you can, you 
can. And if you think you 
canõt, youõre right.ó
Henry Ford



Spanglovision: a year 7 learning project



Lecture

Reading

Audio-Visual

Demonstration

Discussion Group

Practice by Doing

Immediate Use of Learning ïTeach Others
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Student Leadership: a ôno brainerõ



Year 7
Discovery

Year 8
Apprenticeship

Year 9
Training

Year 10
Leading

Student Leadership: a ôno brainerõ

file:///K:/My Videos/LanguageLeaderVideos/Language leaders.wmv


Celebrate and 

publicise success as 

much as you can!





Student Leadership: a ôno brainerõ

ÅYear 7 homework ïteach 
someone at home

ÅYear 7 ïteach an 
exchange group

ÅYear 8 ïteach year 6 on 
intake day

ÅYear 9 ïdevelop 
materials for year 7 or 
year 6

ÅYear 9 or 10 ïLanguage 
Leaders Award



Cross- curriculum learning

Themes & content

Skills

Ways of working

Leading in Learning
Physical theatre
Role Play

Hotseating









Links for learning
Å http://www.all-nsc.org.uk/nsc/

Å http://curriculum.qca.org.uk/

Å http://clil4teachers.pbworks.com/

Å http://www.cilt.org.uk/14to19/alt_

accred/index.htm

Å http://rachelhawkes.typepad.co

m/files/a-language-is-for-

life_blogversionfinal.ppt

Å http://www.cilt.org.uk/14to19/

Å http://www.assetlanguages.org.u

k/

Å http://www.cilt.org.uk/14to19/gcs

e/new_2009/
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ñI am just in awe of the 

energy and ideas that have 

gone into this. Linking it 

with the website, as well as 

allowing it to be an organic 

idea, is just a stroke of 

genius, and one which will 

be welcomed with open 

arms throughout the 

language teaching 

community.

Well done to all concerned 

and very many thanks. 

One of my best buys!ò



The International Dimension

Major in 
culture in 

your 
teaching

Expand your 
trips and 

exchanges

Publicise 
everything

Use 
technology 
for linking



¿Dónde viven estos animales?



1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12



Bad Hersfeld ðNovember 2007

Bad Hersfeld ð2008 - 9





International 
Schools Award

Modellschule & Gesamtschule, 

Obersberg

Bad Hersfeld, Germany

Anna van Rijn College
Nieuwegein, Holland

Collège Pierre de Fermat

Toulouse, France

Lycée Jean Jaurès

Reims, France

IES Emilio Alarcos

Gijón, Spain

Instituto Lord Byron

Arequipa

Perú 

Institut Ramon Muntaner

Figueras, Spain

Edendale School

Gauteng, South Africa

Escola Secundaria do Noroeste 1

Maputo, Mozambique



What role for technology?

ÅEmail
ÅPodcasting
ÅBlogging
ÅMobile phones
ÅDigital cameras
ÅMoving images & 

story boards
ÅMusic & words
ÅVideo



Opportunities

Audience Creativity



Linking up through Rafi.ki

COMBERTON 

VILLAGE COLLEGE



For further 

information 

visit:

www.rafi.ki


