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The beauty of languages is not skideep

ALifelong learning skills




Teaching skills: memory matters

A Only subject to address memory explicitly
A Opportunity to engage all learners at key stress times

A Opportunity to engage parents actively and empower
them

A Whole school impact raises profile of languages



Teaching skills: memory matters

A Assemblies
A Revision sessions
A Parents Evenings

AOneof f 6Sounds
Spani shodo sess

A6Support your
booklets

A Memory lessons built
Into year 7 SOW




Year 7 language learning 200®

A Pronunciation
A Memory

A Sentence-building

A Creativity ol f you think

can. And if you think you
A Autonomy candt, youdr e
Henry Ford

A Performance
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A day of Disney

TEACHERS at Comberton organised an ambitious
transition project in which all Year 6 learners from
nine feeder primary schools took part in a Spanish
song competition.

All Year 6 pupils learnt a joint song before the event
in their schools and came together to learn a
Spanish song in their new tutor groups. Thell new
songs plus the joint song — all based on Disney
productions — were performed to an audience of
parents and the local community the same afternoon.
The project combined linguistic learning objectives,
with the promotion of the wider leaming attributes
of confidence and performance skills. The develop-
ment of leamers as confident individuals is one of
the key aims of the new secondary curriculum. This
project builds on performance skills that leamners
often have from their primary education, where they
are used to singing and performing in assemblies,
and extends the skills to a foreign language and the
bigger secondary school stage.

Leigh McClelland, AST in languages at CVC,
selected the joint song that all primary pupils would
learn. She provided an electronic copy of the song,
*Ciclo Sin Fin’ from The Lion Kine the Ivrics and 3

Song success

THERE were also plaudits for Comberton’s
Spanglovision project, which was highly
praised by judges at the European Award
for Languages ceremony.

MFL teacher Leigh McClelland was in
Bristol late last term to collect the award,
along with 11 other winners, and heard the
judges say: “Not only was this an imagina-
tive and educationally brilliant way to
introduce new leamers to the Spanish lan-
guage, it was also a fantastic way to bring
the whole school together.”

Rachel Hawkes, the Director of Languages
College at CVC, said: ‘Spanglovision is at the
heart of our European Day of Languages celebra-
tions and reaches every student and every teacher
in the school.’

The award was presented by languages advocate
Baroness Coussins and broadcaster Henry Bonsu.

SPOTLIGHT: On CVC's Spanglovision project.
*Spanglovision® also won the Spanish Embassy
Language Prize, awarded for the best project
involving Spanish.

The Award is a Europe-wide initiative supported
by the European Commission recognising pro-
jects which demonstrate an innovative, effective
and replicable approach to leamning languages.

See the magic of ABBAvision live

THE third year of this Spanish song competition had a twist.

All the songs were Spanish version of ABBA songs and the 2009 version of Spanglovision there-
fore became ABBAv

‘Spanglovision is at the heart of
our European Day of Languages
celebrations and reaches every
student and every teacher in the
school.”

DOUBLE WINNERS: Pupils in 7L.

Top of the Pops

PUPILS in 7L completed a Spanglo-
vision double when their rendition of
‘Ring Ring’ was voted the top perfor-
mance in the Year 7 Spanish singing
competition, this year nicknamed
‘ABBAvision’.

The majority of pupils also won the

inaugural Year 6 Spanglovision, based

| on Disney songs, with ‘Under the Sea’ at
the event for feeder primaries in July.

w

| ® Spanglovision — Page 4

0lé! School
extends its
Spanish

COMBERTON Village
College has won an
award to take its Span-
ish singing project into
primary schools.

‘Spanglovision’,
which involves each
Year 7 tutor group
learning and perform-
ing a song in Spanish,
has been awarded more
than £2,600 to extend the
scheme to Year 6 pupils.

The money is one of
four grants handed out
by the Specialist
Schools and Academies
Trust (Eastern) from
the 44 applications they
received.

The award means that
Year 6 pupils in each of
the nine feeder primary
schools will learn a
Spanish song with help

from a member of

Comberton’s language
staff, followed by a
“Spanglovision” grand
finale at the senior
school in sumimer.

uropean Award for Languages.
sllowing success last year for the CoPE
ternational course, which won the Mary
lasgow 14-19 Curriculum Innovations Award,
panglovision has now been officially recog-
sed.

he annual Spanish song competition for Year 7
as one of 12 projects to scoop a prize from
ore than 100 entered nationally

is Comberton's third award in the last four
2ars as the college also won an EAL award for
art in the Cambridge University Languages
ramme (CULP) in 2006,

he European Award for Languages recognises
cative ways to improve the quality of language
aching, motivate students and make the best use

ipported by the Ewrop
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000 innovative projects across Europe since
lot phase in 1999
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ojects provide a potential source of inspira-

Comberton on Embassy shortlist
COMBERTON are in the running to
become Spanish School of the Year.
The college has been shortlisted along-
side three London establishments
ACS Hillingdon International School,
Dulwich College and Haggerston

be the same again, says Biddy

Try singing the present tense of avoir to
the Pink Panther theme and life will never

SUCCESS!

'OMBERTON has won a second consecutive tion for others, in different languages, contexts and even differ-

ent countrics, underlining the importance of the criterion that

W

3
*,
European

Award
Jor Languages

the project be replicable. To date, more than 134
UK projects have proved that such criteria can be
met and that ereative thinking can lead to
improved teaching provision and leamer achieve-
ment.

The Awards are presented by Sir Trevor
McDonald at a special ceremony on 30th Junc in
Bristol where this year Comberton will be repre-
sented by Head of German, Leigh McClelland
Comberton will have to wait until then to find out
if we win morc than the glory and the right to use
the EAL logo. The major sponsors each give a
prize to their favourite project — but these are not
announced until the ceremony

‘Winning this award is very important to us as a

department as it’s a public endorscment of one very significant
aspect of our innovative teaching metho
music and song in language leaming,” s
Director of Language Colle
within our department’s

dology i.e. the use of

achel Hawkes, the
'We have blished this firmly
and it is very exciting to know

that it is not just we who recognise its value and importance.”

® Preparing for Primary Spanglovision — Page 2

School — plus King Edward VII
School, Sheffield.

The competition is run by the Spanish
Embassy and the winners will be
announced later this term.

& Full story — Page 3
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by a teaching scssion with
Rachel Hawkes or Leigh
MeLelland, the two
dynamos of the languages
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Village College in
Cambridgeshire
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Atintervals throughout
theit language lessons,
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Spanglovision: a year 7 learning projec




Student Leader

5% Lecture 5%

10% / Reading \10%
20% / Audio-Visual \20%
30% / Demonstration \30%
0)
50%/ Discussion Group \50/"

0 75%
75/0/ Practice by Doing \

0) o)
90A)/ Immediate Use of Learning i Teach Others VO/O

Average Retention Rate

Source: Accelerated Learning Systems Ltd
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Celebrate and
publicise success as
much as you can!
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THE successful Language Leaders
Award has been moved to Year 9.
Although last year 30 Year 10 students success-
fully completed their Language Leaders Award,
the ever-changing pattern of GCSE examinations
and the huge time pressures on Year 10 students
as they progress through KS4, sparked a switch
MFL staff were further encouraged to do this by
the excellent example of language leadership
shown by the 32 Year 8 students who worked
with teachers on the Primary Spanglovision day
last July.

They impressed teachers, parents and pupils alike
with their maturity and were real ambassadors for
languages on that occasion.

We felt that with such a depth of skill and com-
mitment by the end of Year 8 we should provide
a clear opportunity for them to progress in lan-
guage leadership during Year 9.

The application process for places was also a pos-
itive development, with 39 Year 9 students able
to articulate clearly and convincingly why they
would be capable of success in the Language
Leaders Award

One thing that was mentioned bv several students

ring for year 6 |
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CHOSEN FEW: Some of the Year 9 language leaders, whose comics will be on dis-

and learning

STUDENTS from six schools participated last term in an
inter-school comic strip competition as part of a national ini-
tiative to encourage language departments 1o work together

|Raquel y Rafael ratén tienen mucha
hambrel ¢ Pero dénde pueden
encontrar un poco de queso?

L — — —
SETTING THE SCENE: The opening of Ruby and Joe's

cartoon.

the lead . . .

in their application was remembering a visit from
language leaders when they were at primary
school and the lasting impression that this had
made on them.

It is good to know that the
programme is so effective
on all levels.

It requires an enormous
commitment from teachers
in the languages depart-
ment, who give up one
lunchtime per week to run
the different language
leader groups. Thank you
this year to Miss
McClelland, Miss Driver
and Madame Jarry for
their time and dedication
to the programme.

Pupils also need to show
commitment by regularly
attending a weekly
lunchtime preparation ses-
sion, creativity and team-
work in preparing lessons

for primary pupils and learning leadership in the
classroom. They will teach once in January, again
in March and finally a third time in June.

ist deine Lieblingsfarbe?
I What is your favourite colour?

_Meine Lieblingssarbe ist
- My favourite colour is..

LEADING LIGHTS: Comberton Language Leaders in action.

Record numbers on flagship programme

YEAR 10 Language Leaders are currently working
on the lessons that they will deliver in primary schools
during the summer term. There are more than 40 lan-
guage leaders this year, the biggest ever number, and
the range of languages on offer is impressive: Spanish,
German, French, Mandarin and Japanesc.

This year's language leaders will be teaching a range
of topics including the alphabet, everyday phrases, ani-
mals, numbers, countries and continents, dates and
family.

We look forward to their successful completion of the
award in the summer.

This programme has become a flagship venture for
Comberton Village College and is drawing interest
from schools all over the country.

At The Languages Show in Olympia in November
Director of Language College Rachel Hawkes was
asked to speak about this project as well as the CoPE
International course.

At the end of the month, she will be sharing the infor-
mation at the Flying High Confercnce in Leicester.




The Languages College magazine of Comberton Village College

ISSUE ONE, OCTOBER 2006
Developing a global outlook

WELCOME to our new publication,
Lingua@Com. We are delighted to be
able to luunch rthis 1o join our current
Jjournals of News@Com and
Sport@Com, which has been combined
with this publication. Many thanks to

LANGUAGE

first edition.
Now we are a Language College, we are
keen 10 be able to share the various
exciting developments thast are happen-
ing due to that designation.
Lingua@Com is a way for us to do this.
It shows the many ways in which we

gk

hope to continue 1o develop the lan-
guage and international outlook of
Comberton Villuge College 1o aliow all
students the opportunity © develop into
true global citizens. I hope you enjoy
the contents.

Stephen Munday, Principal

N
LANGUAGE LEADERS some of t

LINGUISTS TO
LEAD THE WAY

COMBERTON has launched a new award for lin-

guists.

Building on the success of the Sports Leaders’ Award, the
Language Leaders’ Award seeks to develop generic leadership
skills in the context of teaching a foreign language

Like the Sports Leaders’ programme, it is being run by the
Youth Sparts Trust and participants will have to complete a
logbook as well as therr practical programme in order to receive
a certificate

Pupils will leam how to plan, prepare and lead language leam-
ing activities for younger pupils in taught sessions on Monday
lunchtimes,

They will build up a repertoire of teaching strategies and activi-
ties in their chosen language as well as their cultural knowledge

of the target language country.

This will prepare them to lead language leaming sessicns in

primary schools later in the school year.

To achieve the award, leaders must have successfully led a total

of ene hour of language learning activities.

Director of Languages Rachel Hawkes said: “Ths is a fantastic

opportunity for pupils to develop leadership skills and at the

same time have a real, meaningful context for usmg their lan-

guage ability.

“You only know something really well when you are table to

teach it to others.

“The respense from primary colleagues has been very enthusi-

astic and I know from the wark that we have already done in

primary schools that the response from pupils will be incredibly
positive

“This is an idea that everybody
can benefit from”

All Year 6 pupils at
Comberton’s feeder primary
schools are learning Spanish, but
the Language Leaders will not
be limited to a single language.
They will be able to work in any
language they are comfortable
with, provided it is taught at pri-
mary school whether as part of
the curriculum or in a club set-

Award for languages programme
S THE Cambridge Unwersity Languages Programme, to which

x Comberton subscribes, has won two prestigious awards
3 One was for the teaching of Spanish, which is past of the programme
* for Year 9 pupils at Comberton, and the other was the 2006 European
Award for Languages
Eum;;.;n They were presented with the awards last month at a_speclal ceremony
Avavd at the Scottish Parliament on the International Day of Languages
Jor Languages Director of Languages Rachel Hawkes was invited to the ceremony
but was unable to attend.
W Full story - Page 2 P,

BRITISH COUNCIL
International School Award




Student Leader

A Year 7 homework 7 teach
someone at home

A Year 771 teach an
exchange group

A Year 871 teach year 6 on
iIntake day

A Year 97 develop
materials for year 7 or
year 6

A Year 9 or 107 Language
Leaders Award




Crosscurriculum learning

Ways of working ¢ Hotseating
Physical theatre

Role Play

Leading in Learning
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Curriculum Provision

KS3 KS4
A Skills A GCSE (make it fit!)
A Culture A NVQ
A Creativity A CoPE through
A Performance International
A Autonomy Communications &

Business Enterprise
A ASSET
A Diploma?

A Meanings that matter
A Cross-curriculum links



Links for learning

C ' A http://www.all-nsc.org.uk/nsc/
m!:!!:!lcu um A http://curriculum.gca.org.uk/
A http://clildteachers.pbworks.com/
A http://www.cilt.org.uk/14to19/alt
WHATS accred/index.htm
CARCUAGES A http://rachelhawkes.typepad.co
m/files/a-language-is-for-
life blogversionfinal.ppt
A http://www.cilt.org.uk/14t019/
A http://www.assetlanquages.org.u
k/
4 S A http://www.cilt.org.uk/14to19/gcs

dap ol e/new 2009/ /
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The International Dimension
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Expand your
trips and
exchanges

Publicise
everything
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Vorsprung durch

Musik!

DECEMBER saw members of the English
cast of Academy of Death travel to Germany
to begin rehearsals for the joint Anglo-
German production of the musical set to take
place later this year in the Performance Hall

and in Germany.

The dates coincided with the German Exchange with the

same partner schools, the Gesamtschule and

Modelischule Obersberg

In all 44 students travelled to Germany, with Rachel

Hawkes, Director of Language Coll

Head of Modern La

Death’s composer and Comberton music teacher, Ben
Parker. Head of Music and co-ordinator of this most

ambitious venture
The Ge
in anticipation of our visit

Two of the ke

into German and Comberton students cnjoyed leaming
the new versions with their co-cast members.

Although time for rehearsals was limited duri

Partnersc

cs, GeofT Page, Academy of

n cast had already begun lcarning the songs

chorus numbers have been translated

Helen Piggott,

g the stay,

Concert double for partner band

production of the musical
Academy of Death in June in
England, in Germany in July and
in Edinburgh in August (see Page
8).

During their stay, as well as their
concerts, the group took part in a
full programme of visits, includ-
ing Cambridge, Mountfitchet

LAST term Comberton welcomed a visit from
rman Brass Ensemble from our partner
school Modellschule Obersberg, Bad Hersfeld,
Germany.

The 24-strong group performed two concerts
here during their five-day stay; one was a joint
concert with the renowned Prime Brass ensem-
ble in St George's Church, Milton Road,
Cambridge, and the other took place in the
Performance Hall and was a joint concert with
some Comberton student soloists.

This visit was part of our on-going partnership
with the school that will see us stage a ioint

exciting opportunities rely on
goodwill and generosity on both

Heringen - Niederaula - Bad Hersteld

sides and we were very grateful to the parents

Castle and London. Clearly, such ye e THE BAND: Members of the visiting German Brass
Ensemble.

who hosted the ensemble musicians for the five
nights of their stay with us.

Montag, 26. November 2007

aft im Gepack

Zusammenarbeit zwischen Obersberg-Schulen und dem englischen Comberton College

Von Martin GeLtert

BAD HERSFELD. Viele dewt
sche Schulen versuchen seit
vielen Jahren erfolglos, ein
enghsches College fur eme
Schulparinerschaft zu gewin
nen. Dies st nun als erster
Schule im Kreis Hersfeld-Ro-
tenburg der Modell: und Ge-
samtschude Obersberg sozusa-
gen 1m Doppelpack gelungen
Am vergangenen Wochen-
ende hatte sich eine offizielle
Delegation beider Hersfelder
Schulen auf den Weg in die
Gratschaft Cambridgeshire ge-
macht. genauer gesagt nach
Comberton Village. einem bri-
fischen Klemnstaddtchen divekt
vor den Toren der weltbe
rithmten Universitatsstadt
Cambridge gelegen

Musik als Grundstein

Mit dabei chie beiden Schullei-
ter Sabme Rimbach und Karl
Weber sowie fur die musikali-
schen Schwerpunktsetzungen
die Obersberg Lehrer Ull
Meifl, Silke Ptannkuch und
Dirk von Sierakowsky. Letztere
batten mit dem Besuch des
Chores der Modell- und Gesamt
schule Obersberg in Fngland im
vergangenen Jahr den Grund
stein fur die Partnerschaft mit
dem Comberton Village College
o loot

— = . —

gast der Urauffuh-
rung des schulei-
genen  Musicals
LAcademy of the
Death beiwoh-
nen,  das  viel
leicht auch schon
bald in Bad Hers-
feld zu horen semn
wird

Dartiber hinaus
wurde vor allem
der weitere Fahr-
plan fur die neue
Partnerschaft auf-

Deutsch-englische Harmonie

Musiker der Werratalschule und des Comberton Village College spielten und sangen gemeinsam

HERINGEN. Einige Schiiler
haben gesagt, ich soll euch fra-
gen, ob ihr aus Hogwarts

kommt*, scherzte Pfarrer
Thorsten Waap am Freitag-
abend in der Heringer Stadt-
kirche. Die musikalischen
Giste, die er damit ansprach,
kamen selbstverstindlich
nicht vom Zauberinternat aus
den  Harry-Potter-Romanen,
wohl aber aus England. Schii-
lerinnen und Schiller des
Comberton Village College
aus der Nihe von Cambridge
waren zu Gast in der Werra-
stadt und gaben gemeinsam
mit den Bliserklassen und
dem Orchester der Werratal-
schule ein Konzert in der gut
besetzten Stadtkirche.

Das musikalische Spektrum
reichte an diesem Abend von
Klassik iiber Pop und Jazz bis

Klare Stimmen von der Insel: Die Sangerinnen aus | coure ¢
che (Bild links). - Bild rechts: Schon die jiingsten d whic!
was sie in den vergangenen Monaten gelernt habe Muscun

They also sp

Harmoniefolge wie Gospels zing Grace® desaw all

hin zu traditionellen Volks- oder den Big-Band-Sound laut Lehrerin R They al
weisen. beim Abba-Evergreen ,Wa-
" terloo®.
Auftritt der Jiingsten
Zu Beginn bewiesen die Kurz vorher geprobt

jlingsten Schiiler der fiinften
und sechsten Bliserklassen
der Werratalschule unter Lei-
tung von Andrea Baaske, wel-
che Melodien sie schon aus ih-
ren Instrumenten hervorlo-
cken kénnen.

Strahlende

Eine beachtliche Klangku- verschiedener The mo
lisse offenbarte sich den Zuhé-  und Epochen ¥ danced at som
rern in der Kirche, als die Wer-  her Qualitat |5 we w
rastidter gemeinsam mit ih- ebenso die Ane |1,
ren englischen Gisten musi- Publikums wi¢ ,ymend i
zierten und etwa das Menuett  des Ensembles
aus Hindels ,Feuerwerksmu- Band.
sik* erklingen lieRen. Keiner

Trompeten-

Thumbs up for Gem‘ Ex'cange

artners came over from Bad Hersfeld to visit us in Comberton for
were really tired after their long joumey, so we took them hos

the visit the Gu

aufgrund  det in Germany, and even played rounders @

berg gegriindet They got to spend the weekend with us in fa
Auch die Si and then to met up with friends 1o go shoppi
part of their visit was the ceilidh on the Saturday eveni

of taking part in the German excha

W

n and then we went to bed. Over the

man students went

we had prepa

rips. They v

n lots

tour of the city, King's College Chapel and the Fitzwilliam

t a dav in London, which they loved because they had great weather and

ced a few lessons in our school, which is very different to their school

er school.

durch die Mode It took a while for them to understand the rules but we got there in the end!

lies. 1 took my exchange partner swimming

erybody

was a lot of laughter and we all enjoyed it a

partners leave
next year T would highly rec

really positive experience

Jessica Chadwick (9C)

s i ¥ Yu .o L e
Auf ﬁute Zusammenarbeit: Die Obersberg Lehrkrifte Dirk von Sierakowsky, Uil

Meifs (vorne von links), Sabine Rimbach (vorne, 2. von rechts) und Silke Pfann
kuch (rechts) mit den Kollegen des Comberton Village College, darunter Schul-

gestellt - und dies klinge im harmonischen Zu-  der Besucher hitte wohl ohne Spenden fiir At
heilt sunachst Sammenspiel mit Fldten und den entsprechenden Hinweis Der Eintritt
die’ ¥onkrete Plad Klarinetten, weich untermalt geahnt, dass dieses Zusam- Konzertabend
pifdics: > " yom tiefen Blech® kenn- menspiel erst kurz vor dem Besucher offn
nung weltere! zeichneten den Auftritt des Auftritt zum ersten Mal ge- am Ausgang il
Projekte nicht| Schulorchesters der Werra- probt worden war. und spendeten
nur die Musik be-| talschule. Die deutsche und Als facettenreich prisen- Menschen fiir
treffend. noch in englische Nationalhymne als tierten sich auch die Beitrige Athiopienhilfsy
P Hommage an die Giste inter-  der Giiste aus Comberton. Zu  maligen Schal
diesem und d‘)ml pretierten die Jungen und Beginn stand das mit klaren heinz Bohm.
nichsten Jahr so s aaainfoun @ Ama. -k

Unter-
émes

wie die
zeiwchnung
Partnerschaftsver-

leiter Stephen Munday (hinten Mitte).

Dies ist im Ubrigen eine ty-
pisch britische Schule mn
rund 1500 Schulern, einem
breiten Ficherangebot und
auch einer besonders attrakti-
ven Tatsache: die Schule zihlt
zu den besten des Landes und
kann mit Stolz auf die natio-
nalen Ranking-Listen verwet
con che dae Collecge mit

v

oben fuhren. Dies liegt unter
anderem auch am aullerge
wohnlichen  musikalischen
Angebor, das einen gemeinsa-
men Schnittpunkt zom Obers-
berg darstellt. von dem sich
nun die waldhessische Delega
tion personlich tiberzeugen-
den konnten

Denn cie durfte als Nhren

trags
Dann konnten
Obersberg Schuler schon bald
auch ein bisschen Universr-
tatshuft schnuppern. wie ¢s die
Bad Hersfelder Lehreyr an die
sem Wochenende bereits ge
tan haben. als sie zum Ab
schluss threr Reise von Profes
soren in eines der altehrwiir-
digen Colieges zum Essen e
weladen wurden

| OUT AND ABOUT: The German exchange students in Cambridge.



