Primary Languages
1.  IconicPhonics (introduce the main sounds in the language that are different from English by choosing an ‘iconic’ word to represent that sound that has a gesture and picture to go with it.  Teach this with the gestures and the visuals.
2.  Build on this start to good pronunciation, reading skills and embedding of the sound/written system of the language with lots of different activities including:

a.  songs that include these sounds – so many songs are great for singing, from nursery rhymes, folk songs, songs you make up etc..!  Here are a couple of songs that I think work well in Spanish.
i.  Veo veo Click on the icon top left on screen to hear me singing this through.
ii. Tengo tengo tengo Click on the middle sheep to hear my sung version of the song.
iii. La cucaracha Click on sound icon top left to hear me sing this.
b.  poems & rhymes of all kinds (to read, to match, to say, to write)
i.  Excellent website for Spanish poems – http://www.poemitas.com 

ii.  And another useful one - http://www.elhuevodechocolate.com/poesias.htm 

iii. http://www.doslourdes.net/poes%C3%ADas_para_ni%C3%B1os.htm 

iv. all kinds of useful things on here – http://www.pequenet.com 
c.  gap-fill activities for learners to hear and fill in the letters they hear to complete the words 
d. gap-fill with first letter cues 
e. cartoons to read together in class

f. newspaper headlines to read together out loud in class – you can simplify these as much as you need to – here’s one that I’m using with year 7 – they’re not meant to understand every word but to use it for pronunciation first and then for gist reading skills in whole class activity. It’s about wigs for dogs! 

g. tongue twisters to practise saying out loud – here are some that I really like:
h.  listen and identify the number of syllables and classify words 
i.  all kinds of material can become phonics practice material 
3.  Introduce nouns using colour-coded background for gender (keep the phonics practice going each time new language is introduced)
4.  Work on strategies to develop memory use and embed the language including:

a.  games like Kim’s game (easy to make with PowerPoint)

b. recognising and reading words upside down (out loud) 

c. recognising and reading words in mirror image (out loud) (easy to do both of these in Paint and then insert into PowerPoint) Click here for examples and detailed instructions with screen shots showing you how to do this.
d.  I spy (veo veo – can do this as a song!) Click here to see/hear a version
e. What is missing?

f. Spot the difference

g. Anagrams

h. Odd one out

i.  look cover write check (large letters for younger learning to write inside)

j. Say what you see – multiple different ways of presenting the visual prompts for new languages e.g. effects on PowerPoint to bring them on and off, triggers on PowerPoint to uncover parts of words etc..

k. noughts & crosses

l. bingo

m. Respond physically to odd numbers (impares) by putting hand on head (cabeza) and to even numbers (pares) by putting hands on hips (caderas) – one student calls numbers and all respond
n. Play ‘tenis’ – calling numbers – out in 2s or 5s or pares/impares

o.  Chinese whispers – el telegrama

p.  Present colours (or other vocabulary) and practise with tones of voice – e.g.

saludando
con alegría
con tristeza
llorando
despidiéndose
deprimido
5.  Use song, rhythm, movement and gestures to accelerate learning as much as possible.  Some sources of music for your classroom are:
· Existing well-known tunes re-purposesd 
· www.youtube.com 
· Itunes (www.itunes.com) 
· Commercially available resources e.g. Language Factory (www.language-factory.co.uk) 
· Copyright free music downloaded from the internet (http://search.creativecommons.org or http://ccmixter.org )
Here is a useful website for Spanish children’s songs:
http://www.guiainfantil.com/servicios/musica/Canciones/indice.htm
6.  Use stories as much as possible to develop pronunciation, reading (decoding) skills, listening and speaking skills

NB:  Remember that the animal noises in different languages are different – for example:  

gallo – kikiriki  perro – guau guau  gato miau miau  horse – hiiiiiiiii

7.  Use cross-curriculum links as much as possible

b.  Using art to teach shapes, colour – here is a set of PowerPoint materials that I made from inspiration from West Sussex Miró project. I’m using these this year in year 7 but depending on how much learners at KS2 have currently had, these could easily be accessibly to year 5/6 learners.
8.  Find attractive visuals that appeal to KS2 learners
a.  This is one website I just found that I really like - http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk/clipart/default.htm
9.  And if you want to brush up on your own Spanish?

There are lots of useful free resources on-line to help you do this.  A website called odeo.com has a 30 programme online video resource that you can subscribe to (free of charge – you just have to sign up on the website)  Here is a link to the first programme:
http://odeo.com/episodes/23207064-Learn-Spanish-1-1-Greetings-and-Introductions
