Module on Music – Guidance for teachers

This overall objectives of this unit are:

· To be able to talk about music

· To find out about a contemporary French singer

· To be able to analyse a song

Pupil outcomes

· Pupils will be able to describe and give an opinion about music they like/dislike

· Pupil will expand their vocabulary by engaging with authentic materials

· Pupils have an understanding of how serious issues can be addressed through the medium of a song

· Pupils will understand the role of the internet in creating “stars”

The unit introduces pupils to the French singer Grégoire and his songs (principally Toi + Moi and Soleil) through text, video and images.  It aims to equip pupils with the language necessary to express their own opinions about music and songs by drawing on the authentic language in the texts and videos.  This will involve pupils in developing reading strategies such as:

· Predicting what a text might be about

· Looking at clues such as the context to work out meaning

· Using knowledge of language and grammar to work out meaning

They will also have the opportunity to:

· Demonstrate intercultural understanding by seeing things from another’s viewpoint

· Exercise their imagination in response to video and textual stimuli

Resources: 
La musique de Grégoire.ppt


Grégoire_reading task 1.doc



Grégoire_fortune line.doc



Grégoire_fortune line graph.pdf



Music_key vocabulary.pdf



Parler d’une chanson.doc



Speech bubbles_mini cards.pdf



Toi plus Moi_sequencing activity.pdf

NB .pdf documents taken from slides in .ppt

Slide 1 Opening slide for module - Can be used in a variety of ways: 

·  Get pupils to predict the content of the module by showing this word cloud. 
·  Ask pupils “Il s’agit de quoi” or “Quel est le thème – qu’est que vous pensez?  Pourquoi?”     etc 

·  Get them to pick out words they know and categorise them e.g. types of music, verbs, adjectives

·  Can they write a sentence or two using the words 
Slide 2  Introduces objectives of module 
Slide 3  Reading activity  Examples of authentic text with some simple ways of talking about music listening habits.  (The Wordle on slide 1 used these texts) 
Slide 4 Brainstorming vocabulary activity for pupils.  This could be done as a carousel with pupils split up into 6 groups each with a sheet of A3 paper.  They are given a limited period of time and work in groups to produce as many words as possible under the heading (e.g. Les instruments) they have been given as possible.  At the end of, for example, 2 minutes the sheets are rotated round the class to the next group.  This is repeated until all groups have had a chance to see and to contribute to each heading.  The finished A3 sheets can be displayed for reference during this module in the classroom and/or photographed with the images being uploaded to the school VLE, class blog, wiki etc for reference.
Slide 5 Pair/group work speaking activity – encourage pupils to exchange opinions with each other – using cue cards/ a language mat for the language of opinions if necessary:  Speech bubbles_mini cards.ppt/ Speech bubbles_mini cards.pdf
Slide 6 Pair/group work speaking activity - this slide allows pupils to focus on and talk about their favourite singer/group 

Slide 7 This slide gives pupils some vocabulary for describing a singer’s voice.  More able pupils could see if they can work out the meanings of the French adjectives before being shown the corresponding English words to match up, for the less able it can be done as a matching exercise from the outset. It’s worth pointing out that many of these adjectives can be used in different contexts and you could get pupils to suggest other contexts for adjectives such as “inoubliable”, “faible”.  For more able pupils you could also point out how adjectives such as “grave” can have another meaning in a different context.  It is also an opportunity to show that adjectives that end in “ – e” are the same for both masculine and feminine, that the additional “e” in the feminine may affect pronunciation (eg. forte and haute) or may not (sentimental) 

Slide 8  This slide gives pupils some phrases for describing a song.  As with the previous slide more able pupils could see if they can work out the meanings of the French adjectives before being shown the corresponding English words to match up, for the less able it can be done as a matching exercise from the outset. Ask pupils if they can take any of those phrases and further adapt them, for example:  The song makes me cry (pleurer), dance (danser) etc or The song makes me anxious, worried, uncomfortable etc.  Pupils can also categorise these phrases into positive (smiley face), negative (unhappy face) and indifferent … 
Slide 9 Reading task based on an authentic text from http://musique.ados.fr  Pupils should use it to pick out useful phrases to talk about music.  They could also be encouraged to suggest ways in which they could adapt some of the phrases. 

Slide 10 An introduction to Grégoire.  Explain to pupils that he is in the tradition of the French chansonnier – the chanson being a peculiarly French genre of music where the lyrics and words are particularly important.  

More able pupils could be just be shown the image and be challenged to generate some questions about him to which they want the answers before being shown the key facts.  These key questions could be the prelude to either or both of the reading tasks that follow. 
Pupils can either do the Grégoire_fortune line reading activity – a group activity (see slide 11) or do the Grégoire_reading task1.doc to find out some key information about Grégoire.
Slide 11 Graph for pupils to plot the ups and downs of Grégoire’s life from the cards in the reading activity Grégoire_fortune line.doc.  Pupils should first read the cards and put them in sequence (correct order is:  C I G D K H A F J B E);  Ask pupils to reflect on what words they needed to focus on in order to get the sequence right.  Then they should plot the events of his life on the graph and should say why, ideally in the target language, they have put things in a particular position (e.g. “parce qu’il dit ici que ….”  “parce qu’en 2002…”  etc) NB  This graph is also available separately as a .pdf  -  Grégoire_fortune line graph.pdf for this activity
Slide 12 Explain to pupils that they are going to be looking at Grégoire’s first single/hit  “Toi Plus Moi”

Show them this wordle (www.wordle.net) of the 2 verse refrain of Toi + moi.  Get them to categorise the language:

·   verbs  (can they categorise these further – singular/plural  1st/2nd or 3rd person?  Infintive?)

·   pronouns

·   nouns

·   words that have the same pronunciation e.g. –ez ending + est 

·   adjectives

Slide 13 This is a wordle (www.wordle.net) of the main verses of the song.  Pupils could be asked to do similar things with this as with slide 12
Slide 14 Tell pupils that this is an extract of the song by Grégoire that they are going to hear.  They should use their knowledge of grammar to fill in the blanks (NB there are more words than they need to use)  More able pupils could be challenged to suggest other words that would also fit in the blanks and which make sense e.g. instead of on “peut” partir, it could be on “va” partir 

Further extension work could include pupils summarizing or translating individual verses or the refrain of the song.

http://www.tv5.org/cms/chaine-francophone/Musique/p-14238-Toi-plus-moi.htm?chanson=3047  -for the full text of the song
Slide 15 This slide introduces pupils to further words from Toi plus Moi that they may not know. Get them to try and match them up – get them to look up the gender of the nouns in dictionaries. 

Slide 16  Pupils listen to the song and put the extracts of the song in the correct order.  Correct sequence = 6, 4, 11,1, 8, 2, 7, 3, (6, 4) 10, 5, (8, 2) 12, 9
Pupils identify which extracts are the refrain:  6 & 4    8 & 2

This slide is also available as a separate .pdf which can be cut up to produce cards to be put in order.   Once they have done this they have the full lyrics which can be exploited for further language work (pronunciation, use of imperatives and emphatic pronouns);  they could also sing the song. 

Slide 17 Link to the official video of “Toi + Moi” on Youtube 

Slide 18 Some short opinions of the song Toi + Moi from comments on Youtube. Can be exploited in a number of ways:

·  Get pupils to identify which are positive/negative

·  Teacher gives some phrases in English for pupils to find;  this is recorded on mini whiteboards or by showing the number of fingers that correspond to the number of text

·  Pupils translate the texts into English

·  Teacher asks pupils to indicate what words/phrases could be used to introduce an opinion (possible answers are animated in)

·  Pupils suggest alternatives for adjectives used, or for alternatives in text 5

·  Pupils give their own opinion of Toi + Moi 

Slide 19 Authentic reactions to Grégoire’s album Toi + Moi and Soleil taken from comments on Amazon.fr.  Possible activities:

· Pupils rank the statements from least to most positive – encourage them to discuss this in the target language (e.g. Je pense que numéro x est plus positif que numéro y …parce que….)

· Pupils pick out adjectives to describe: the singing, the music, the words
· Pupils pick out the French for specific words and phrases

· Pupils translate some of the comments
Pupils could also do the activities on the reading task sheet Parler d’une chanson.doc
Slide 20 Pupils give their opinion of the song “Toi + Moi”   Discussion could be extended to talking about other songs as well and to what pupils’ dreams/aspirations are.  (NB the song was adapted to advertise the Scouts and Guides of France Jamboree in 2012, the theme of which was Vis tes rêves – see slides 25 & 26) This lends itself to both a spoken and written activity
Slide 21 The song “Toi + moi” uses a number of emphatic pronouns.  Prior to showing this slide tell the pupils that “moi” is one of them, can they find the others (toi, lui, elle).  Get them to tell you what they mean and then reveal slide.   Explain that they are used after words such as those in the box  (check that they understand these). To practise the  use of these pronouns ask the pupils to write down the translation for some phrases that you give them on mini whiteboards:  e.g. “not him”, “with me”, “at her place”, “for us”, “according to them (m)”, “without you” etc.  You could also ask them how you could use them for an invitation (“Viens chez moi”, “Viens avec moi..”), expressing opinions “selon moi” etc 
The song can also be used to introduce and look at the use of the imperative
Slide 22 The video of Toi + Moi can also be exploited in its own right.   The words on this slide relate to what can be seen visually on the video of Toi + Moi and can be cut up into cards to be given to pupils to sort in “whatever way they like”. These words provide the vocabulary necessary to describe and talk about what is going on in the video itself and the sorting activity is a prelude to any of the following written/spoken activities: 
·   Make predictions and speculate about people shown in the clip 

·   Create a “backstory” for one of the people shown
·   Imagine they are one of the characters – write/talk about how you feel/what you think
·   Describe the location in the clip

·   Identify and describe the actions of the characters in the clip and give reasons for them

·   Describe one of the characters

·   Draft an email invitation to one of the characters
·   Give some advice to one of the characters 

Slides 23 – 26 are all links to different versions of the song “Toi + Moi”

Slide 23  Link to version of “Toi + Moi” used in Star Académie, Québec 2012 – illustrates the global appeal of the song
Slide 24  Click on the screenshot of this lip-synch video to link to relevant page on Youtube. Video shows staff of a hospital “performing” the song – has entertainment value
Slide 25 Version of “Toi + Moi” produced by a group of scouts/guides looking forward to the Jamboree in 2012.  Can pupils spot any differences between this version and the original? 

Slide 26 Version of “Toi + Moi” advertising Scouts Jamboree meet at Jambville2012
NB Report on this Jamboree: http://www.jactiv.ouest-france.fr/ils-sactivent/initiatives/plus-17-000-scouts-rassembles-paris-avec-chanteur-gregoire-7809
NB there is also a version performed by Les Enfoirés, an adhoc group of artistes that get together to perform in aid of the charity Restos au Coeur. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AREm8J6xA3s
Slide 27 Example of Wordle from “Soleil”, another song by Grégoire.  Could be used in similar way to Wordle from slides 12 & 13. Could also be used when pupils are listening to the song “Soleil”; they could used different colour highlighters to indicate which things are the same and which are different.
Slide 28 Another version of slide 27
Slide 29 A version of slide 27 with some words stripped out 
Slide 30  Pupils listen to the song and note down the things that are the same for all human beings, and those that are different – these are animated in.  Pupils could find words and highlight in different colours in the Wordle from slide 27.
Slide 31  Vocabulary relevant to the video of Soleil for an activity similar to that described in slide 22 

Slide 32 Slide highlights the big theme of Soleil  - something that KS5 and more able KS4 pupils could consider.   
Slide 33 Example of some authentic text from Twitter.  Can pupils predict what words or kinds or words go in the blanks, given the context? (Note also the dates!)  This exercise could be done on mini whiteboards.  Click to show answers – discuss what other words/phrases might be possible
Slide 34  Revisits objectives of module – depending on what activities pupils have done there may be other things they have learnt/skills acquired.. 

Slide 35  Vocabulary sheet – encourage pupils to add to this from the texts they have read

Extension:  If pupils want to find out more about Grégoire, or to hear some more of his music you could 

· Introduce them to his song Ta main (dedicated to his deceased brothers) or Rue des Étoiles

· Look at his association with Les Enfoirés and the Restos au Coeur (charity) work and the songs they have produced (including a version of Toi + Moi)

· Use the videos that accompany the songs a stimulus for discussion and creative/imaginative writing or speaking tasks
Useful links/references:
Songs: 
 Toi + Moi  
videos:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOru9ITtVIg
http://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=XVGm7E8BnIo (with subtitles in French)  
lyrics:
http://www.paroles-musique.com/imprim.php?id=39597
Soleil
      
video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1bY3lU4jj8
Lyrics:
http://www.parolesmania.com/paroles_gregoire_49259/paroles_soleil_1118766.html
Ta Main
Video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DENeqMZoVcA
Lyrics:
http://www.paroles-musique.com/paroles-Gregoire-Ta_Main-lyrics,p43759
Rue des Étoiles

Video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-oFY-rxhRI
Lyrics:
http://www.paroles-musique.com/paroles-Gregoire-Rue_Des_Etoile-lyrics,p43763
Encore un seul hiver (performed with Les Enfoirés)

Video:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irOglr11JaA
Lyrics:  http://www.maxilyrics.com/les-enfoir%C3%A9s-encore-un-autre-hiver-lyrics-8e34.html
Grégoire on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gregoire.mmc
Grégoire on Twitter:  https://twitter.com/Gregoireoff
Gregoire talks about his dreams and what it meant to be a scout – interview recorded at Jambville Jamboree 2012 – includes footage of him performing Toi + Moi http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd5Zl1KM9Fg&list=PLABFxqKJHR5ECUa4c4G5xwMClrpoHh-_Y&index=1
Articles about him:  

http://www.gala.fr/l_actu/news_de_stars/gregoire_la_revelation_176666
http://people.premiere.fr/News-People/EXCLU-Gregoire-Mon-succes-je-le-partage-avec-mes-deux-freres-disparus-2445401
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gr%C3%A9goire_(chanteur)
