Module on Film – Guidance for teachers

This overall objectives of this unit are:

· To be able to talk about films and cinema
· To find out about a contemporary French films
· To be able to analyse a film
Pupil outcomes

· Pupils will be able to describe and give an opinion about types of films they like/dislike

· Pupil will expand their vocabulary by engaging with authentic materials

· Pupils have gain a knowledge of the film/cinema scene in France 

· Pupils will be able to express preferences about where they like to watch films 

The unit introduces pupils to a number of recent French films though trailers and information about them on www.allocine.fr   Trailers are available to view on this site and on Youtube. There are also a number of entire films available to watch on Youtube such as Les Choristes, le Petit Nicolas and Au revoir les enfants.  This unit also aims to equip pupils with the language necessary to express their own opinions about film and cinema by drawing on the authentic language in the texts and videos.  This will involve pupils in developing reading strategies such as:

· Predicting what a text might be about

· Looking at clues such as the context to work out meaning

· Using knowledge of language and grammar to work out meaning

It is not intended that teachers will necessarily use all the resources.  Teachers should exercise a judgement as to the most appropriate materials to use given the interests and abilities of their pupils.

Resources:

Genres de film.doc

Où regarder un film.doc

Les Intouchables.doc

Les critiques des Intouchables.doc

Adjectives_opinions_cards.doc
Speech bubbles_mini cards.pdf
Film_module.ppt
Notes on .ppt.

Slide 1   Starter activity using a Wordle (www.wordle.net)  What is the longest sentence pupils can make using these words? What is the theme? 

Slide 2  Introduces the objectives of the unit. 

Slide 3   Another starter activity to revise or introduce different types of film – many words are cognates or should be relatively easy for pupils to work out.  Get pupils to work either individually or in pairs to do this – vocab sheet C’est quel genre de film.doc can be used for this.  Those who finish quickly can ask their partner what types of film are shown in the pictures, or could give a film title and ask what kind of film it is. 

Slide 4  In this slide the answers are animated in – check that pupils can pronounce the French words whilst feeding back on this exercise

Slide 5  Pupils sort adjectives into positive and negative into positive/negative and note feminine forms.  If they have already done the television unit, they will have already done this exercise.  They will just need reminding that they can use the same vocabulary.  Adjectives_opinions_cards.doc can be used to do this activity.  Pupils can also work in pairs/groups using the cards to discuss films they have seen.
Slide 6  Pupils look at adjective endings and note  feminine forms.  NB This slide is also in the television unit.

Slide 7  Pupils rank these intensifiers in order of intensity.  NB  This slide is also in the television unit.

Slide 8  Pupils pick out the words for expressing likes and dislikes
Slide 9 Ask pupils how many of these can they work out for themselves.  They should be able to come up with list of masculine and feminine nouns by looking at the adjective (meilleur/meilleure)  They could then ask each other their opinions for the film with the “best” actor etc.   Point out that these are categories of film awards.  Ce sont les catégories de récompenses du César, l’équivalent l'équivalent français des Oscars aux États-Unis.  This leads into the next slide.
Slide 10  Ask pupils to pick out some information about the César from this text.  Tell the pupils something about the picture.  L’acteur qu’on voit ici s’appelle Omar Sy, un comédian très connu en France (If pupils have already done the TV module they may have seen the slide about the TV programme  Le SAV des émissions which also features him)  He won a César for his performance in Les Intouchables (see next slide)

Slide 11 Screen shot of information about Les Intouchables, starring Omar Sy, on www.allocine.fr.  Could use link http://www.allocine.fr/film/fichefilm_gen_cfilm=182745.html   to explore site with pupils. 

Slide 12 Slide introduces the film Les Intouchables.  Pupils could be given their own copy of the text Les Intouchables.doc to annotate.  Pupils could be asked to read it through on their own first and to highlight all the words they DO know.  Then read it together with the class to practise the pronunciation.  A second reading could take the form of pausing at certain words and getting pupils to say the next word.  A subsequent reading could take the form of pausing, for example, at every verb – can pupils spot the pattern.  Pupils could also, for example, be asked to pick out the adjectives in line x…..  Pupils should try work out the French for the English words given using clues in the text, the context, their knowledge of language/grammar and vocabulary. 

Slide 13. Shows the text from the previous slide – challenge the class to read the text filling in the gaps from memory.  To be done after the work on the previous slide. 

Slide 14 Viewers’  reviews from Amazon.fr and Allocine to be used in conjunction with Critiques des Intouchables.doc  Which ones are positive, which are negative?  Pupils could work in groups and rank them in order from the most to least positive review.  More able pupils might be able to justify their responses – Numéro…. est la critique la plus positive parce qu’on dit ici que…
Slide 15 Links to a selection of trailers (Can pupils work out what “bande annonce” means from the context?) to some recent films (2012 – 2013) with some generic questions.  Make sure pupils understand what the questions mean before starting this task. 

Slide 16  See Word .doc Où regarder un film? for activities using this.

Slide 17 Speaking activity – Pupils work in groups to discuss a particular film or films, using the prompts on the slide.  Pupils can then use the prompts to write a review about a film they have seen.
Slide 18 Revisits the objectives of the unit. 

