MAKING AN IMPACT IN THE
CLASSROOM:

SKILLS-BASED TEACHING
AND ACTIVE LEARNING

Annual Languages Conference 2008
Languages for the future:
a new landscape



MONDAY: SPANGLOVISION!

How It works

1. 10 year 7 tutor groups =
10 songs

2. Learning, preparing,
performing, recording

3. Year 7 voting (not for
themselves!)

4. Years 8,9,10,11 voting
A Spanglovision
winners

5. Winners awarded Cup
In assemly

Skills and active learning

A Memory
A Pronunciation

A Confidence and finding
their voice

A Performance
A Creativity
A Fun



Do, re, mi
Buscar ante todo el origen
Debemos sin mas tardar

Do, re, mi, las tres primeras notas
sabéis

Do, re, mi

Do, re, mi

Do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, si, do

Do - estrato de varon

Re - selvatico animal

Mi - denota posesion

Fa - es lejos eningles

Sol - ardiente esfera es
La - al nombre es anterior
Si T asentimiento es

Y otra vez ya viene el Do
(X3)

estudi a$0|

Para | eer |, %c;l%sé:qorggoéa, b e
Y a cantar empezaroot@plassdogeda ¢ . mi s
Do, re, mi Sol do la fa mi do re

Sol do la fa mi do re
Sol do la fa mi do re

Soldolasidoredo

Si las notas conoceéis
Todos ya bien cantareis
Do - estrato de vardn

Re - selvatico animal

Mi - denota posesion

Fa - es lejos en inglés
Sol - ardiente esfera es
La - al nombre es anterior
Si T asentimiento es

Y otra vez ya viene el Do



Do - estrato de varon
Re - selvatico animal &3
& Mi - denota posesion
Fa - es lejos en inglés Jgp
Sol - ardiente esfera es ()
G La - al nombre es anterior
SIT asentimiento es (L&
Y otra vez ya viene el Do

(X3)







TUESDAY: COLLECTIVE MEMORY!

How it works Skills and active learning
1. Material to be memorised
prepared on A4 sheet A Memory
2. Learners grouped in 4s or 5s A Group work
3. 1learner from each group A Noticing
comes to front and get 20 . o
secs to look at the material A Analysis & thinking
4. Back at table, s/he tries to skills

commit to paper

5. Discussion in groups 1 revise
plan of action

6. Alllearners take turnsi re-
construction continues

7. Plenary i reviews learning
on different levels: linguistic,
cognitive, strategic



N

A,
elefantes [ v 0SOS

. *® i Ia Sag.r.a'da |
il Familia

#:

el Taj Mahal |

[ ' - ; : x.l ;
' molinos ¥ !
Sathelan de viento .
pistas
; de esqui
Ak by

la Alhambra







Reflection Sheet

Did you

Skill This means: use this | Give an example:
today?

|dentification

of vocabulary

Finding out the meanings of words

Working out ways to store information

Memory in your mind and retrieve it again
Planning and | Deciding how to do a task but perhaps
adapting a changing your plan if necessary half
strategy way through

Noticing Looking really hard to try to see all the

relevant details

Q1 What did you do to get the most out of your memory in this task?

Q2 How effective were these strategies? What do you think is worth trying again in different

situations?

Q3 Choose one skill from the 4 above and write down how it might be useful in other subjects

OR at home




WEDNESDAY: PHONICS + BEYOND

How 1t works Skills and active
1. Take time to embed learning

the sounds of the

language (VAK to A Memory

strengthen memory) A pPronunciation
2. Build on this A Pattern-finding

cl;rp]);(:))\(l)vlteudn%teyat cVerty A Link-making

A Autonomy

3. Improve on existing
resources i increase
the challenge
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1. Asturias

2. CastillaLedn

3. Valencia

4. |Islas Baleares

5. Murcia

6. Islas Canarias




THURSDAY: DRAMA

How It works

1. Borrow the mantle!
(classroom,
routines)

2. Borrow the
terminology (teatro
fisico, hotseating,
role play)

3. Use as a teaching
strategy whenever it
fits

Skills and active
learning

A Memory
A Pronunciation
A Creativity

A Making meanings
that matter
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