MAKING AN IMPACT IN THE
CLASSROOM:

SKILLS-BASED TEACHING
AND ACTIVE LEARNING

Annual Languages Conference 2008
Languages for the future:
a new landscape



MONDAY: SPANGLOVISION!

How it works Skills and active learning

1. 10 year 7 tutor groups = « Memory
10 songs « Pronunciation

2. Learnmg, preparing, « Confidence and finding
performing, recording their voice

3. Year 7 voting (not for « Performance
themselves!) . Creativity

4. Years 8,9,10,11 voting . Eun

- Spanglovision
winners

5. Winners awarded Cup
In assemly



Do, re, mi

Buscar ante todo el origen
Debemos sin mas tardar

Para leer, estudiar y ser el ‘a, be, ce’
Y a cantar empezar con ‘do, re. mi’
Do, re, mi

Do, re, mi, las tres primeras notas
sabéis

Do, re, mi

Do, re, mi

Do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, si, do

Do - estrato de varon

Re - selvatico animal

Mi - denota posesion

Fa - es lejos eningles

Sol - ardiente esfera es
La - al nombre es anterior
Si — asentimiento es

Y otra vez ya viene el Do
(X3)

Sol do la fa mi do re
Sol do la fami do re
Sol do la sido re do

Sol do la si do re do

Sol do la fa mi do re
Sol do lasidoredo

Si las notas conoceis
Todos ya bien cantareis
Do - estrato de vardn
Re - selvatico animal
Mi - denota posesion
Fa - es lejos en inglés
Sol - ardiente esfera es
La - al nombre es anterior
Si — asentimiento es

Y otra vez ya viene el Do




Do - estrato de varon
Re - selvatico animal &3
& Mi - denota posesion
Fa - es lejos en inglés Jgp
Sol - ardiente esfera es ()
G La - al nombre es anterior
Si — asentimiento es [L&
Y otra vez ya viene el Do

(X3)







TUESDAY: COLLECTIVE MEMORY!

How it works Skills and active learning
1. Material to be memorised
prepared on A4 sheet * Memory
2. Learners grouped in 4s or 5s  Group work
3. 1learner from each group  Noticing
comes to front and get 20 . o
secs to look at the material * Analysis & thinking
4. Back at table, s/he tries to skills

commit to paper

5. Discussion in groups — revise
plan of action

6. All learners take turns — re-
construction continues

7. Plenary — reviews learning
on different levels: linguistic,
cognitive, strategic
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Reflection Sheet

Did you

Skill This means: use this | Give an example:
today?

|dentification

of vocabulary

Finding out the meanings of words

Working out ways to store information

Memory in your mind and retrieve it again
Planning and | Deciding how to do a task but perhaps
adapting a changing your plan if necessary half
strategy way through

Noticing Looking really hard to try to see all the

relevant details

Q1 What did you do to get the most out of your memory in this task?

Q2 How effective were these strategies? What do you think is worth trying again in different

situations?

Q3 Choose one skill from the 4 above and write down how it might be useful in other subjects

OR at home




WEDNESDAY: PHONICS + BEYOND

How it works Skills and active
1. Take time to embed learning
the sounds of the
language (VAK to  Memory
strengthen memory) . Pronunciation
2. Build on this . Pattern-finding
knowledge at every . Link-making

opportunity

3. Improve on existing
resources — increase
the challenge

 Autonomy
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1. Asturias

2. Castilla-Ledn
3. Valencia

4. Islas Baleares

5. Murcia

6. Islas Canarias



THURSDAY: DRAMA

How It works

1. Borrow the mantle!
(classroom,
routines)

2. Borrow the
terminology (teatro
fisico, hotseating,
role play)

3. Use as a teaching
strategy whenever it
fits

Skills and active
learning

* Memory

* Pronunciation

* Creativity

 Making meanings
that matter



Lies die Texte. Schreib die Lieblingssachen auf.
Beispiel: Miriam: Lieblingsfarbe - blau, Lieblingssport - ...
Jurgen: Lieblingsmonat — Oktober, ...

iurgen hat keinen Ljeby; lingstag, abe
ieblingsmonat jst Oktober - ciann hat

er Geburtstagl @ ;
Informatik, En gl Olingsfach st

LieblingsfuRh, lmannschaft ist Borussia

Dort

‘lst ;:eu;d @ Lieb gskleldungsstuck
- ans und@ein) ieblingshausti
ine Katze. .

Miriam hat viele
Lieblingssachen!
Lieblingsfarbe
ist blau un ‘®
LieblingssparlJst
Basketballl
Lieblingsfach ist
Englisch. Am |
Mittwoch hat sie - ;
dreimal Englisch, Wie sagt man....:
. also ist Mittwoch 1) I ots O f

‘ Llebhngstag .
- 2) doesn’t have a favourite day

3) doesn’t have a favourite colour
4) doesn’t have a favourite subject



Charakter 1

doof Charakter 2 Charakter 3 Charakter 4
lacht viel selbstbewusst | schiichtern sehr energisch
junger als die | spricht sehr spricht sehr | bewegt sich
anderen laut leise viel
Personen
Charakter 6
Charakter 5 sehr Charakter 7 Charakter 8
kommandiert schlechter enthusiastisch nachde.nkhch
gern Laune lachelt und kratzt sich am
unterbricht hort sich klatscht in die Kopf _
standig launisch an | Hande Starrt vor sich
stampft mit hin

dem Full




FRIDAY: ICT- MAKING IT YOURSELF

How it works Skills and active learning
1. End of module of work,
learners create tasks in * Pronunciation
groups to test the * Creativity
learning of others + Making meanings that
2. Produce listening tasks matter
using video or digital . Reflection on own
recordings learning
3. Integrate all 4 skills . AfL —thinking about
(L.S.R,W) how to assess

4. To achieve this, you
need to know the
material well yourself






1. Wie findet Sam Deutsch?

Sams Fragen:

2. Was ist Sams Lieblingsfach?

3. Was macht Sam am Wochenende?

4. Wer ist Zoe?

5. Wie viele Hobbys hat Sam?

6. Wie viele Haustiere hat Sam?

7. Warum ist Sam nicht perfekt?




How It works

1.

Principle — you need to
know things very well
yourself to share
effectively with others

Year 7 — involvement
with SA students,
teaching them Spanish

Year 8 — plan & deliver
lessons on year 6 Intake
day

Year 9 — visit primaries
and prepare stories to
share

Year 10 — Language
Leaders award

SATURDAY: LEADERSHIP

Skills and active learning

Putting own learning into
practice for a purpose

Confidence
Leadership skills

Planning learning for
others develops own
language skills



5% Lecture 5%

10% / Reading \10%
20% / Audio-Visual \20%
30% / Demonstration \30%
0)
50%/ Discussion Group \50/0

0 75%
& /0/ Practice by Doing \

0) o)
90A)/ Immediate Use of Learning — Teach Others VO/O

Average Retention Rate

Source: Accelerated Learning Systems Ltd



Year 8
Apprenticeship




SUNDAY: TIME FOR A CHALLENGE

How it works

1.

Re-purposing language
learnt for new (and creative)
purpose

Classes together OR focus
for exchange OR just within
own classes

One example — groups have
to create a publicity
campaign for a new band
launching itself onto Spanish
(or other) market — outcomes
= PowerPoint presentation
biogs of band members; CD
cover for new album; tour
poster

Skills and active learning

Putting own learning
Into practice for a
purpose

Group work

Performance (give the
presentation)

Speaking & writing
skills
Creativity
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Jamie - Singer/cantante

He is 21 years old, he  El tiene 21 anos y vive
lives in Cambridge. en Cambridge.

In the group he sings.  En el grupo él canta.

He likes going out with  Le gusta salir con sus
his mates, he is companeros de
gorgeous. clase y es

guapisimo.




Jack-singer/cantante

He is 19 years old he ¢ El tiene 19 anos, a él
ikes going out with le gusta salir con sus
nis friends he likes amigos y con su
going out on his moto y pasar el
motobike and tiempo con sus
spending time with amistqdes

friends.




Isa- guitar/guitarra

e Ellatiene 16 anosy * Sheis 16 years old

toca la guitarra por and she plays guitar
que es el that is her favourite
iInstrumento que INstrument that is
mMas le gusta: Es su ner hobby she also
hobby. También le ikes going out with
gusta salir con sus ner friends. She was
om|gos y vigjar. EIIo oorn in Gijon.

nacio en ‘

Gijon,Espana.




Jorge — Drums/Batetia

e Jorge e Jorge

e 50 anos vive en e He has lived for 50
Gijon. years in Gijon.

e Tocala bateria-es ¢ He plays the drums -
SU INsfrumento It’s his favourite
favorito. INstrument

e Lleva desde |os 6 e He has played the
anos tocando. drums since he was

* Le encantan los 6 years old.

conciertos He loves concerts.




Niriam - Guitar/Guitarra

e Mirlam is 50 years  Miriam tiene 50
old. aNos.

e She has played the e Ella toca la guitarra
guitar since she was desde que tenia 3

3 years. aNos.

e She doesn’t play  No toca muy bien.
very well. e Le gusta salir con

e She likes meet with SUS amigos a jugar
her friends to play al bingo. |

bingo.



Adriana — Bass Guitar/Basguitarra

Adriana tiene 19 anos, vy Her name is Adriana and

vive en Gijon. she is 19 years old.

En el grupo ella toca el She plays the bass guitar
bagjo. in the group.

Su mayor aficidon es She likes to have a good
pasdarselo bien, y el time, and she likes
floorball. floorball.

Normalmente sale con Normally she goes out

SUS aMIgos Y SU NOVIO

L]
"

with her friends and
boyfriend.




AN IDEA FOR EACH

DAY OF THE WEEK!

 Monday « Spanglovision

« Tuesday * Collective memory
 Wednesday  Phonics & beyond

* Thursday « Drama

* Friday « |ICT- make it yourself
« Saturday « Leadership

« Sunday  Challenges

Rachel Hawkes

email: rhawkes@comberton.cambs.sch.uk

blog: www.rachelhawkes.typepad.com/linguacom
tel: 01223 262503 ext.211



mailto:rhawkes@comberton.cambs.sch.uk
http://www.rachelhawkes.typepad.com/linguacom

