
Why learn a language?

Why learn a foreign 

language?
Technology, globalisation and ease of 

international travel are bringing more of the 

world within our reach. Here are a few 

reasons why learning languages equips 

you with the knowledge and skills to take 

advantage of the opportunities of life in the 

21st century. 

Languages are a social skill
Languages are very sociable.  If you enjoy 

being with people and communicating with 

them, the chances are you’ll enjoy being 

able to do this in a foreign language too.

Languages give you the edge in the 

job market
Today there is a global market for jobs.  It 

is not necessary to be completely fluent in 

a foreign language to be an asset to any 

potential employer.  Knowing how to meet 

and greet people from other countries and 

cultures is a valued skill.

Languages are a life skill
Knowledge of a foreign language is not just 

another GCSE grade – it is a concrete and 

demonstrable life skill, like being able to drive 

a car or touch-type, and it is a skill highly 

valued by employers.

Languages teach you communication 

skills and adaptability
Learning how to interact with speakers of 

other languages means you are less likely to 

be stuck in one mode of thinking.  It can help 

you see things from a range of perspectives, 

develop your problem-solving skills, and 

make you more adaptable, resourceful and 

creative.

Languages teach you cultural 

awareness
The ability to operate cross-culturally is 

becoming just as valued by employers as 

straight language skills.

Languages give you a sense of 

achievement

Learning a language combines the 

intellectual with the practical as no other 

subject does.  You need to be able to think on 

your feet, but when you can find exactly the 

right foreign word or phrase, you get a real 

sense of achievement.

Learning languages gives you 

greater opportunities to travel and 

work abroad
There are many opportunities to travel or 

work with organisations abroad where 

some knowledge of a foreign language is a 

clear advantage. 

Languages combine well with 

virtually any subject for further study
The range of combined degrees and further 

education courses involving a language is 

limitless – from Accountancy with Russian 

to Theatre Studies with Italian. 

Many universities even offer funding for 

students to continue or extend their 

language knowledge by travelling or 

working abroad during the long vacations.

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.maps-continents.com/maps/globe-africa-countries.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.maps-continents.com/globe-africa-asia.htm&usg=__v4tI1fQnnpUTWUkQOar43t8YfQI=&h=648&w=648&sz=265&hl=en&start=3&sig2=X36aYQeDW1k2hBVQqZXEow&um=1&tbnid=7QTnAbLcWeLgOM:&tbnh=137&tbnw=137&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dglobe%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7ADBS_en%26um%3D1&ei=30AuS6bQAumw4Aa2wtjTCA

