Handout 1: Pronunciation Guide: German for English learners

Below is a list of the main letters which sound different in German and English, with a guide on
how to pronounce each one. For each German sound you are shown an English word, or part of
a word, which sounds like it. Read it aloud in a normal way to find out how to pronounce the
German sound, then practise saying the German examples.

a When it is short it is like the “a@” in “cat”
danke, Tasse, Stadt, Ball

When it is long it is like the “ar” sound in “cart”:
Vater, fahren, Bahnhof

a Like the “a” in “care’:
Bar, spat, Larm, Kase
au Like the “ow” sound in “cow”:

Haus, Frau, auf, bauen

au, eu | Like the “oy” sound in “toy”:
Deutschland, Fraulein, Freund, heute

o] Like the “u” sound in “fur”:
LOowe, 6ffnen, hdren, mdchte, zwolf
u Round your lips as if to say “00”, the try to say “ee”:
Bruder, uber, fur, kissen, Tur
ei Like the “i” in “fine”:
Ei, nein, Geige, meisten, Reihe
ie Like the “ee” sound in “feel”:
Biene, Tier, sieben, fliegen, Spiel
ch A soft sound like the “ch” in the Scottish word “loch”:
Buch, ich, machen, acht
d Like the English “d” except at the end of a word, where it is “t”:
dort, Ding, und, Mond, Geld
g Like the “g” in “garden” except after “i”, where it is like the German “ch”
above:

Geld, Garten, Weg, schmutzig

j Like the “y” in “yellow”:
Jo-Jo, ja, Junge, Jacke

sch Like the “sh” sound in “shirt”:
schon, Schokolade, schnell

sp, st | These sound like “shp” and “sht” when they are at the beginning of a word:
Spiegel, sprechen, Stuhl, Stadt

S Like “z” when it comes before a vowel:

sehen, sitzen, Sand, langsam

Before other letters, or at the end of a word, it is like the “s” in “soap”:
das, Glas, etwas, Nest

3 This is like “ss”™:
Pal3, Stral3e
Vv Like the “f” in “friend”:
Vogel, von, viel, Vater
w Like the “v” in “van”:
Wildwassersport, warm, wer, Wort
z Like the “ts” in “hits”:

Zug, zu, Herz, zusammen, Zunge




Pronunciation Guide: English for German learners

Below is a list of the main consonant letters and consonant combinations which sound different
in German and English, with a guide on how to pronounce each one. For each English sound
you are shown a German word, or part of a word, which sounds like it (if there is one). Read it
aloud in a normal way to find out how to pronounce the English sound, then practise saying the
English examples.

| [dzeil Like the ‘dsch’ in “Dschungel”
[umper, jam, enjoy, juice, journey (same sound as age, giraffe, giant)

w ['dablju:] | This sound is not in any German words
water, jewel, weather, when, what

v [vi:] Like the ‘W’ in ‘Wasser’
voice, heaven, eleven, vaccum, very
z [zed] Like the ‘s’ in ‘Musik’
zebra, zoo, zigzag, zero, zip (same sound as xylophone)
th [0] This sound is not in any German words
think, bathroom, thank you, faith, thirty
th [O] This sound is not in any German words
clothes, then, without, weather, this
sp Like the ,s‘ in ,klasse‘ and the ,p‘ in ,Paar
spider, sport, spend, spare, space
st Like the ,s" in ,klasse’ and the t' in ,Tee'
star, stay, stand, guest, rest
qu Like the k' in ,Kilo* followed by the English ,w‘ sound
question, gueen, acquarium, acquire, banguet
r [a] This sound is not in any German words
rainbow, ready, rabbit, very, fairy
nd This sound is not in any German words
sand, and, hand, band, (same sound as banned, planned, tanned)
tion Like the ‘sch’ in ‘Schule’ followed by the ‘en’ at the end of ‘singen’
action, pollution, information, solution, investigation
ch This sound is not in any Germany words
church, chocolate, cherry, coach, cockroach
celci Like the ‘s’ in ‘klasse’
cereal, ceiling, celebrity, cellar, centre (same sound for ‘ci’ words e.g.
circle)
kn Like the ‘n’ in ‘nie’, as the ‘k’ is silent

knee, knight, know, knife, knit




