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Lord Dearing, Languages Review, 2007.

/L[¢Ωǎ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ 
alternative accreditations had risen from 22% in 2006 to 47% in 2009. There is 
much positive evidence showing that young people are enjoying learning 
languages in different ways.

ϥ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΧ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ 
and assessment options if more pupils are to be 

motivated to continue beyond Key Stage 3. There is 
already a range of interesting and successful practice 

in courses leading to qualifications other than the 
traditional GCSE.'

Importance of alternative 

qualifications



ωTo remind ourselves of the performance indicators 
for languages and how they can be met

ωTo look at some alternatives to GCSE at KS4

ωTo discuss different models of provision for students 
across the ability range

Aims of this session
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ωTwoperformance indicators for languages:
ω1st indicator measures attainment of the 

equivalent of a full GCSE at level 2 (A*-C) 
Attainment
ω2nd indicator measuresattainment of the 

minimum of a short course GCSE at level 1 (D-G) 
Engagement

Measuring performance 
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Any qualifications must be at level 2 (equivalent to 
GCSE A*-C) and must add up to a 20% contribution 
(or more) to the level 2 threshold e.g.:

1 GCSE at grade A*-C (20%)
2 short course GCSEs at grade A*-C (2 x 10%)
4 ASSET Languages at Intermediate (4 x 5%)
4 NVQ language units at level 2 (4 x 5%)

Level 2 (1
st

indicator) 

NB: You can also mix and match short courses, ASSET and NVQ units to make up 
to a full 20% and these can be in different languages and the same or different 
skills.
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ωGCSE short course at grade A*-C or D-G (10%)

ω2 Asset Languages at Preliminary or Intermediate (2 x 5%)

ω2 NVQ language units at level 1 or level 2 (2 x 5%)

ω1 Asset Languages unit (Preliminary or Intermediate) (1 x 
5%) + 1 NVQ language unit (level 1 or 2) (5%) (Total: 10%)

ωGCSE at grade D-G (20%)

Level 1 (2
nd

indicator)  

Any qualifications which are equivalent to the minimum of a GCSE short course 
at D-G or above and contribute 10% or more to the level 1 threshold are 
allowed here.
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National Database of Accredited Qualifications

www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk

(Check that qualifications are approved for use pre-
16 - OCNWlanguages qualifications are approved 

only for post-16)

NB: On your CD there is an excel document with a 
database of alternative qualifications too

Other language 

qualifications
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Separate qualifications for 

Listening, Speaking, Reading, 

Writing

Available in 25 languages at 

different levels

www.assetlanguages.org.uk

OCR Asset Languages
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http://www.assetlanguages.org.uk/


ωPupils with additional (home) languages

ωInstead of GCSE ςSpeaking/Listening (1/2)

ωInstead of GCSE (with CoPE/Language 
Leaders/new language via Study Support)

ωAccrediting extra-curricular programmes            
(CULP)

ωEnd of KS3?

Ways of using Asset languages



ABC Award in Reading & Writing in another language
ABC Award in Speaking & Listening in another language

ABC Double Award in Practical Languages
Arabic, Danish, Dutch, French, German, Greek, Italian,

Japanese, Mandarin Chinese, Polish, Portuguese,
Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Turkish, Urdu

Note: ABC qualifications are generic and may not be offered every year

in all the languages listed.
ABC website:  http://www.abcawards.co.uk/lang.php

CILT website information:  

http://www.cilt.org.uk/secondary/14-19/alternative_accreditation/abc.aspx

ABC Awards: 

Level 1 & 2
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OCR Certificate in Business Language Competence
Level 1 and Level 2

French, German, Italian, Spanish
http://www.cilt.org.uk/secondary/14-19/alternative_accreditation/cblc.aspx

AQA Foundation Certificate in Secondary Education 
(FCSE) ςequivalent NC levels 4-6

French, German, Italian, Spanish
http://www.cilt.org.uk/secondary/14-19/alternative_accreditation/fcse.aspx

More qualifications
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Separate qualifications for Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing 
(also NVQs covering all 4 skills)

City & Guilds
French, German, Italian, Spanish
Edexcel
Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Spanish
OCR
French, German, Italian, Spanish 

Note: These may only be offered through NVQ approved centres. 
Only Levels 1-2 are approved for use pre-16.
CILT website link: 

http://www.cilt.org.uk/secondary/14-19/diplomas_and_work-

related/nvq_languages.aspx

NVQ Language Units
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What are NVQs?

ωNational Vocational Qualifications

ωRecognised by employers

ωWork related

ωOften taken by people in the workplace



How are they assessed?

ωNo final exam

ωMini assessments in
ς reading, writing, speaking and listening

ωStudents can refer to notes in the 
assessments

ωStudents may repeat assessments to improve 
overall grade



What does the course cover?

ωHow to communicate in a foreign 
language in the workplace.

ωTopics include:

ωBooking travel, 
accommodation

ωMeeting and greeting 
business people

ωBusiness correspondence

ωWork experience/business 
trips abroad



NVQ compared to GCSE

GCSE
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Who should do the course?

ωAnyone who wants a course with a vocational focusfor 
their language learning

ω!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ψ!κ{Ω ƻǊ Ψ!Ω ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛƴ ŀ 
language but DOES want to achieve a Level 2 language 
qualification (equivalent to full GCSE language)

ωAnyone who gets stressed in 
exams but is motivated to 
work with short-term goals



Summary

GCSE NVQ

academic vocational

general practical

social & leisure world of work

Exams in Year 10 & 

Year 11

No final exams ïportfolio 

of small assessments

If interested, contact Juliet Park ςjuliet.park@ntlworld.com

mailto:juliet.park@ntlworld.com


ωLanguages can be included in any of the first 14 lines of learning
ωLanguages can be included as an option within 

Additional/Specialist learning
ωStrong employer support for languages delivered in an applied 

context
ωNeed for provision of new qualifications 
ωNeed to raise awareness of the importance of languages

Diploma

ωNew Languages Diploma to be available from 2011
ωExam boards currently developing draft units

For further information about Diplomas, go to:
http://www.qca.org.uk/qca_5396.aspx
όƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ Ǉǳǘ ά5ƛǇƭƻƳŀέ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōƻȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ v/! ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜύ

Languages Diploma

http://www.qca.org.uk/qca_5396.aspx


CoPE through International 

Communications 

& Business Enterprise

Winner of the 2008 Mary Glasgow 
Award for 14-19 Curriculum 

Innovation 

NB:  International Award (1/2 of full COPE Award) 
BUT carries no points if done alone.



What is CoPE International?

The CoPe award is a portfolio-based qualification which is equivalent 

ot a GCSE.

It can be awarded at two levels:  

Level 1 is equivalent to an E-F grade

Level 2 is equivalent to a B grade..  

The awarding of Levels and grades depends on the completion of 

credits and the quality of the proforma documenting  the Key Skills of:

¸Working with Others

¸Improving Own Learning

¸Problem Solving

¸Research

¸Discussion

¸Oral Presentation

There are at least 3 and possibly 4 skill areas that we will assess 

through the challenges, work and experiences completed during 

the 6-day study visit in Spain.



GijóN, Spain - 2010


