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National Curriculum Level 8
Pupil's profile
Pupil F has been learning French as his first foreign language throughout key stage 3. He is an able linguist who lived in France when he was young, but has spent most of his life in England attending an English school. He is a confident speaker who enjoys being challenged.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Unit 1: Préparation pour un échange scolaire en France – Assessment commentary
Context
This unit aimed to prepare pupils for an exchange visit to France. Pupils carried out independent reading and research on a region of France, planned an itinerary and made email contact with their exchange partners. The teacher was keen to ensure there were opportunities to demonstrate outcomes characteristic of level 8. Pupils were therefore encouraged to vary and extend their language as much as possible and to concentrate on fluency, register and adapting language they knew for different purposes, audiences and contexts.
Pupil F independently researched a range of information to plan a programme of activities and wrote a detailed email to his French partner.
Reading and writing: 
In his email, Pupil F has used a wide range of structures, tenses and vocabulary appropriate to the purpose of the tasks. Many of his sentences are complex and extended and his writing flows naturally. His email is written in an appropriate register. He has communicated ideas about his future plans persuasively and although he has made minor errors, the language is successful overall.
He has recognised attitudes and emotions through the multiple-choice activity and shown his comprehension of a wide range of language through the summary task. He then developed what he had read to write his own impressions of the diary’s author.
Intercultural understanding: 
Pupil F has carried out independent research about an area of France and communicated what he found in different formats.
Next steps
To progress, Pupil F needs to:
· further research sources of information, ideas and opinions about aspects of France and French-speaking countries and present them in different formats
· ensure his writing does not contain basic errors of spelling and accents.
Unit 2: L’échange – Assessment commentary
Context
This unit consisted of activities pupils might come across whilst on a school exchange visit to France. Pupils listened to a French radio phone-in, took part in a discussion about a problem and read an article in a French school magazine.
Pupil F successfully put himself in the role of a student on an exchange visit, discussing and reacting to different problems.
Listening and speaking: 
In the listening activities, Pupil F’s responses show that he understands the concerns of the two French mothers and the attitudes and emotions expressed in what was an unfamiliar context. Through his answers to the questions in English he drew some inferences about the advice given.
In the speaking activity, Pupil F discussed a range of issues and experiences in the role of a pupil having problems with his family on a school exchange. He adapted and extended language he knew in an unprepared situation. He has used a wide range of vocabulary, structures and time references in an appropriate register. He has responded naturally to the questions and discussed ideas and opinions in a spontaneous manner with excellent pronunciation and intonation.
Reading and writing: 
In his response to the reading task, Pupil F demonstrated a high level of comprehension and knowledge about language, working out synonyms and verbal structures to complete the task.
Intercultural understanding: 
Pupil F has communicated personal responses about a stay in France and responded to attitudes and emotions expressed by others.
Next steps
To progress, Pupil F needs to:
· extend the range of written sources he reads for personal interest.
Unit 3: Après l’échange – Assessment commentary
Context
These activities were a follow-up to an exchange with a school in France. Pupils prepared a presentation on the benefits of taking part in an exchange. They also wrote an extended article comparing French and English school systems, using information from the exchange school’s website and other written sources. They were encouraged to include their personal experiences of going to school in France as part of their article.
Pupil F has extended his language and shown independence in his language learning.
Listening and speaking: 
In the speaking activity, Pupil F gave a convincing presentation to the other pupils in his class. He presented a range of facts, ideas and opinions as well as personal reasons for going on an exchange. He has used an appropriate register and communicated ideas and opinions in generally accurate language.
Reading and writing: 
In the writing activity, Pupil F produced an extended and well-structured article that combined his own experience and opinions with material from his research. He made comparisons of the two systems, drew conclusions and communicated his personal views. He has used a very wide range of structures and vocabulary, developed the content of what he read and linked his ideas into a coherent whole. The style is appropriate for the purpose of the task.
Intercultural understanding: 
Pupil F has worked with a range of authentic materials, both electronic and print-based, to gather the information for his article. He has made comparisons between life in France and life in England, drawing conclusions and communicating his own experience of his stay in France.
Next steps
To progress, Pupil F needs to:
· continue to express himself in French about different issues and make links between his learning of French and other areas of the curriculum.
Overall assessment judgement
French exemplification standards file level 8
Overall, Pupil F is working at level 8.
Listening and speaking: 
Pupil F has shown he recognises attitudes and emotions in the listening activities and can draw inferences from what he hears. The spoken material was authentic, spoken by native speakers at a natural pace.
In speaking he discussed a range of ideas, opinions and experiences using an appropriate register. He spoke naturally and spontaneously using a wide range of vocabulary and structures in unprepared situations.
Reading and writing: 
Pupil F has independently accessed and understood a range of written sources, demonstrating a high level of linguistic knowledge. He has successfully used what he read in his own writing. In some of the texts he has recognised attitudes and emotions.
His writing is at times persuasive and he is able to communicate ideas in a coherent format. His writing is not error-free but he uses a range of sometimes complex structures to make his writing flow naturally. In the range of writing tasks he chose styles and registers appropriate to the purpose and audience.
Intercultural understanding: 
The work, which is all based on an exchange visit to France, enabled Pupil F to research sources of information and present his findings. In the extended article on school systems he has drawn conclusions, made comparisons and communicated a personal response.






